HORATIA AND
LEAMINGTON
HOUSES SITE

THE LATEST

Join the Horatia and Leamington Community Panel to help us
shape the future of Somerstown:

First meetings will be in March.
Contact Mary Devaney
phone 023 9284 1791
envelope mary.devaney@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Watch a video to find out more
horatialeamington.portsmouth.gov.uk

www.portsmouth.gov.uk

T H E S TO R Y S O FA R
Why are Horatia and Leamington Houses being taken down?
The 1960s blocks, in Meriden Road and Earlsdon Street, are being removed after we found
problems with the original concrete construction while we were removing cladding.

How will the blocks be taken down?
The blocks are close to a lot of other buildings so they will be deconstructed rather than
demolished. This means that they will be taken down floor-by-floor, in a careful and controlled way,
over a period of months. We hope to start to take the blocks down this spring and we hope the job
will be completed next spring.

How have we found out what local people want to happen next?
This is what we asked the people living closest to the blocks, as well as the wider Somerstown
community, the former residents of the blocks, local schools, charities, public services and
Portsmouth residents:
“We will replace the 272 flats contained in the blocks with a minimum of the same number of
homes at prices Portsmouth people can afford. This can be done in a number of different ways.
“We would like to hear your views on the area around the two towers blocks and whether there
are improvements that can be made.”
You can find out exactly what people told us at www.horatialeamington.portsmouth.gov.uk

Structural investigations as part of
cladding removal revealed faults in
the concrete structure of Horatia and
Leamington Houses.

2017-2018

2018-2019

Residents rehoused.

Cabinet decision to
deconstruct the blocks.

Feb 2019
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W H AT H A P P E N S N E X T ?
Horatia and Leamington Community Panel
We want you to join a community panel which will be at the centre of the deconstruction and
redevelopment project as it moves forward. The panel will include local people, resident groups,
schools, businesses and charities and will be the first port of call as we start to develop plans.

How can you join the panel?
Please call us on 023 9284 1791 or email mary.devaney@portsmouthcc.gov.uk.

When is the first panel meeting?
We will host two meetings in March 2021. The meetings will be on different days of the working
week; one in the afternoon and one in the evening so that everybody has every chance to attend. If
you join the panel then we’ll let you know dates and time.

How will the panel meet?
This will depend on Government Covid-19 guidelines at the time of the first meetings. We’ll meet
in person if it’s safe and responsible to do so but, if we can’t meet in person, then we’ll support
everybody on the panel to be able to meet us digitally. This will be arranged closer to the time and
we’ll contact all members of the panel with full details.

What will the first panel meeting discuss?
At the first meeting we’ll discuss how the panel will be involved in the project from beginning
to end. We’ll also go through the contents of this information pack and the panel will have the
opportunity to ask questions to the project team and the architects.

WE ARE HERE

We are working with public housing
design specialists Karakusevic Carson
Architects on this scheme. KCA has a
lot of experience in local authority led
projects and prioritises the improvement
of the quality and design of social
housing and civic buildings in the UK.

We’re developing design
proposals. We want you to
be involved in shaping the
proposals.

Sept 2020

Dec 2020

KCA design team appointed to
develop initial feasibility study.

Cabinet decision to continue
with the plans to develop
new proposals for replacing
the two towers.

Feb/Mar 2021
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THE BRIEF
In the Summer of 2019, we contacted as many local people as possible to find out how the community
wanted us to improve the Horatia and Leamington Houses site once the towers are taken down. The
feedback the community gave us helped us to get a better understanding of what local people want to
see and what is most important to the people living and working near the site. Seven key themes were
highlighted and approved by Portsmouth City Council cabinet in October 2019:

1.

Build appropriate homes.

2.

Make better use of green space (including space for children).

3.

No more student accommodation.

4.

Consider wider area improvements.

5.

Better parking options.

6.

No tower blocks (similar to the existing 1960s tower blocks).

7.

Re-provide the social housing lost when the tower blocks go.

The site area
Horatia and Leamington
The tower site area we will
be redeveloping.
Wider estate
Opportunity to work with
the community to think
about potential wider
improvements.
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Horatia House

Leamington House

“To regenerate the Horatia and Leamington Houses site making
improvements to Somerstown to create a high quality, sustainable,
mixed use urban neighbourhood that is attractive to residents and
integrates successfully with the surrounding areas.”

We developed a project brief to build on what you told us in the initial consultation, this includes the following key shared objectives:
New high quality homes
• Develop proposals for the replacement of Horatia and
Leamington Houses with new homes.
• Create affordable and achievable options.
• Provide a minimum of 272 new council homes.

Green sustainable neighbourhood
• Create high quality attractive homes and landscaping improving walking and other transport routes.
• Create better green spaces that are safer and provide
community benefit.

Local community benefits
• Work with the local community to develop the proposals.
• We will include at least 30% affordable homes in the new
development and we will replace all of the homes that
have been lost.

Project principles
A set of project principles have been set out to ensure that the city’s long-term ambition for
environmental, social and economic sustainability are incorporated into the project. They will be
used to guide the design and decision process throughout the redevelopment project.
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Environmental value

Social value

Financial value

Make the neighbourhood greener,
more sustainable, better for the
environment and help to promote
healthier lifestyles.

Try to help enhance your quality
of life by providing better homes
and open spaces by listening to
your feedback.

Strive to achieve the right balance
to make the redevelopment work
for everyone and to make it
financially viable.
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THE SITE
The architects have been analysing the existing site to help them understand what the
potential issues and opportunities might be. This is what they have found:

There is a strong sense
of community and people
generally enjoy living in the
neighbourhood.
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The towers will be taken down
providing a great opportunity to
transform this important site.
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There are two small play
areas.

The routes through the estate
could be improved to be more
welcoming, better signposted and
better connected to the wider city.
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There are some
beautiful trees that we
will try to retain.
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Streets and paths on the estate
are not very well overlooked
and could benefit from better
lighting.
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OPPORTUNITIES
Below are some features the design team feel will help to make improvements to the wider
area; they have been developed as a set of objectives to help us provide benefits to local
communities and tie into the surrounding neighbourhoods.
Create an integrated neighbourhood

C on

It’s important that a new development links
with existing communities and integrates well
with the wider area. Tying into nearby streets
and routes is key to the project’s success and
proposals should:
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• Connect physically, visually and socially to its
surrounding context.
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• Enhance existing links and create new ones
to increase opportunities for walking and
cycling.

it s

sur

ro u n din g s

• Ensure high quality public space that
encourages gathering, walking and cycling.
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Create an active and safe neighbourhood
Design a place that provides a sense of safety, and
enhances pride and community. To ensure that
spaces are well overlooked proposals should:
• Bring in community or commercial uses in key
areas to increase interest and footfall.
’
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• Provide regular front doors and communal
entrances at street level.
• Ensure there is clarity between what is private
space and what is public, avoiding creating areas
of ‘leftover’ underused space.

Create healthy green streets and spaces
The development should encourage active
lifestyles, play and improved quality of life. The
proposals developed should try to achieve:
• New greener public open spaces and
pedestrian friendly streets.
• Streets that enable safe ‘play on the way’ for
children of all ages.
• A mix of uses and types of outdoor spaces.
• Streets that promote walking and cycling.

Ro

• A low car development with no large surface
parking areas.
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Create a sense of character and identity
To ensure the new development has a
distinctive identity that feels like Somerstown,
the proposal should use the opportunities to:

La
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• Draw people in by creating welcoming
streets and public spaces.
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• Draw on the character of nearby
conservation areas and tie into the local
context.
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• Use some taller elements to create
landmarks which add to Portsmouth’s
skyline and free up space for larger green
open spaces.
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E A R LY I D E A S
What could the future Horatia and Leamington Houses site
look like?
Potential scenario 1
This idea could provide the following:
A mix of sizes and types of
homes.

Brand new high quality
affordable homes.

Feature taller building but
NOT tower blocks similar
to the existing 1960s tower
blocks.

Stre
et

Additional private homes
providing a mix of tenures,
which would help fund the
development.
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Pedestrianisation and
greening of part of Wiltshire
Street.

Opportunity for other uses
to be integrated with the
proposed development.

Communal courtyard and
terraces.

Communal
courtyard.
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New public open green
space.
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A safer and more attractive
route to Earlsdon Street.
New trees and planting.

Improvements to Meriden
Road.
Improvements to wider
estate pedestrian routes.
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Creating additional homes
with some above the new
community facilities.
Opportunity to improve
connections within the
estate.
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We could provide additional benefits, on top of the benefits in scenario one, by expanding the site
to include the plot which currently houses the Gibson Centre. These would include:

An opportunity to provide
a greater mix of types of
homes (possibly including
some townhouses or new
maisonettes).

Earls

don

Providing new high
quality community facilities
to replace the existing
Gibson Centre building.

Improvements to Sackville
Street.

Opportunity for community
use to be integrated with the
proposed development.
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Middle Street

Waltham Street
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Other potential
improvements?
The Horatia and Leamington
Community Panel will help us
shape the site proposals and
possible wider improvements.
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For alternative languages or braille version please call 023 9284 1311 or contact your local area housing
office or scheme manager team.
Po wersję w alternatywnym języku lub w alfabecie Braille’a prosimy zadzwonić pod nr 023 9284 1311 lub
skontaktować się z państwa lokalnym biurem mieszkaniowym lub kierownikiem zespołu projektowego.
বিকল্প ভাষা বা ব্রেইল সংস্করণের জন্য, অনুগ্রহ করে 023 9284 1311 নম্বরে কল্ করুন বা আপনার স্থানীয় এলাকার আবাসন অফিসে
অথবা স্কিম ম্যানেজার দলের সাথে যোগাযোগ করুন।
لیەرب یناشەو نای رت یناکەنامز ۆب،  ۆب ەکب نۆفەلەت ەیاکت023 92 84 1311 یدنەویەپ نای
تەکەچوان یەمانرەب یندربەوێڕەب یمیت نای ند ن ەب ەکب.

 ليارب ةقيرطب ةعوبطم ةخسن وأ ةليدب تاغل ىلع لوصحلل،  ىلع لاصتالا ىجري023 9284 1311 وأ
تاططخملا ةرادإ قيرف وأ يلحملا ناكسإلا بتكمب.

Watch a video to find out more
horatialeamington.portsmouth.gov.uk

If you have any comments or feedback, please call or email
Mary Devaney:
phone 023 9284 1791
envelope mary.devaney@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
 horatialeamington.portsmouth.gov.uk
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